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 Administrative Measures  (e.g. direct 
administration and funding of housing 
programs) 

 Community Education (e.g.  public education 
and awareness campaigns; targetted education 
for specific stakeholders, etc.)  

 Facilitating Public/Private Partnerships (e.g. 
demonstration projects;  proposal calls, 
municipal not-for-profit/private sector 
initiatives, etc.) 

 Policy Approaches (for all three levels of 
government (e.g. housing standards , planning 
regulations, property or income tax relief (both 
provincial and federal) , PST/HST reductions on 
building materials and services , shelter rates 
for Income Assistance, land made available for 
affordable housing development, support of 
labour market training programs the aid 
industry capacity, etc.) 

 

This fall, Ross Grant, a Masters Student at the 
Dalhousie School of Planning, will build on this work 
by reviewing what policy and legislative options are 
available to local municipalities in rural 
communities He will identify best practices and 
identify and make recommendations for an 
affordable housing action plan. The four-month 
project, which will also suggest opportunities for 
provincial legislation will begin in September.  A 
report, an info-graphic poster and a presentation 
will be some of the means that Ross will use to 
communicate his findings.   

Stay tuned for what will be sure to be interesting 
results. 

Affordable housing in Canada can be a 
complex and confusing concept. The three 
levels of government cannot agree as to who 
is responsible for affordable housing. Each 
level of government looks at the issue from a 
different perspective. Affordability often 
gets lost amongst the other concerns. The 
country has lacked strong government 
intervention in recent years. Coming up with 
solutions to this critical issue is an ongoing 
challenge. 

Last year a subcommittee of SSHAC (Nancy 
Green, Doug Reid and Phyllis Price) took on 
the task of doing a scan across the country 
about what solutions were consisted most 
viable, particularly in rural communities.  
They found that solutions often fell into nine 
key approaches: 

 

 Advocacy (e.g. leading Task Forces; 
participating in  Community Coalitions, 
taking community leadership, etc. ) 

 Research Activity (e.g. housing forums, 
housing studies, data collection and 
monitoring, etc.) 

 Regulation/Compliance (e.g. 
inclusionary zoning, waived fees, 
density bonusing, waved fees, 
alternative development standards, 
etc.) 

 Financial Incentives  (e.g. exception of 
fees , special tax rates, housing grants 
and loans, housing trust funds, land 
banking/trusts, etc.) 
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Affordable Housing: What Works in Rural Areas 

 

Issues related to affordable housing have been identified as a major concern during the 
two year planning review process currently being conducted by the Municipality of the 
District of Chester (MODC).  The goal of reVision Chester is to review and revise its planning 
documents.  This winter the first round of public engagement was completed, with the con-
sultations providing residents and various community stakeholders the opportunity to 
identified priorities for the future of the municipality.   
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Housing Nova Scotia’s Budget up $6 million 

While the Provincial Budget for 2015-2016 saw cuts to many programs, Housing Nova Scotia (HNS) saw an $6 million increase in 
funding to build on the pillars of the Nova Scotia Housing Strategy. HNS’ business plan released on April 9, 2015 listed the 
following strategic priorities for this current fiscal year: 

 Invest the funds available under the CMHC–Nova Scotia Agreement for Investment in Affordable Housing (IAH) 2014–2019 
in preserving the existing supply of affordable housing and creating new affordable rental housing units. 

 Continue to explore opportunities for targeted neighbourhood revitalization in communities throughout Nova Scotia. 

  Preserve and expand our social housing stock through ongoing strategic investments from Deferred Federal Contribution 
funds under the Social Housing Agreement. 

 Finalize and implement a provincial Co-operative Housing Strategy. 

 Establish new program options for affordable home ownership. 

As described as an “exciting new initiative” in correspondence  (09 Apr 2015 19:57) ) from Stephan Richard, HNS’ Director, 
Community Relations & Public Affairs, 2015-16 will also see the introduction of a housing first project.  This initiative is being 
developed through collaboration and cooperation with the private and non-profit sectors, as well as other levels of government.   

Mr. Richard also said “looking ahead, Housing Nova Scotia is still confronted with many challenges, such as an ageing population 
and housing stock, as well as declining federal contributions for social housing.  But we are committed to staying the course and 
continue to implement the housing strategy.” 

.  

  

Planning 101   
Our ongoing exploration in under-

standing the world of planning… 

 Inclusionary Zoning :  

Regulations that require a specified 

number of sub-sidized units to be 

identified in a project at point of      

development.  sshousingaction@gmail.com 

4 ways to stay connected with SSHAC! 

sshac.wordpress.com 

www.facebook.com/ 

SouthShoreHousingActionCoalition 

twitter.com/sshousingaction  

On Saturday, May 16th, Transition Bay and the Seniors Association of St. Margaret’s  Bay hosted a community workshop to explore 
the possibilities for development of housing options for the area.  SSHAC members Barbara Carthew, Kathryn Gamache, and Nancy 
Green all attended and shared information about the work happening in Lunenburg and Queens counties.  If you are interested in 
supporting the work in St. Margaret’s Bay, or know of someone who may be, send an email to housing@bayseniors.ca or call 902-
820-3334 to learn more about what’s next for this work.                              

Welcome to the Housing Neighbourhood, St. Margaret’s Bay! 

We live in a prosperous, beautiful area of our province, yet there is almost no affordable rental accommodations for seniors or young people – we 

need to do something.”                                                                     – John McKee,  St. Margaret’s Bay Senior’s Association Housing  Committee 

mailto:sshousingaction@gmail.com
http://sshac.wordpress.com/
http://www.facebook.com/SouthShoreHousingActionCoalition
http://www.facebook.com/SouthShoreHousingActionCoalition
https://twitter.com/sshousingaction
mailto:housing@bayseniors.ca


  
 
 In last spring’s newsletter we reported on the non-profit society Hope River Community Outreach, headed by Laura 
and Clyde Uhlman, on their project preparing both short- and long-term housing for people in need in the Bridgewater 
area. At that time, the Uhlmans were just beginning to renovate the attic and basement spaces in their building and were 
hoping to work on them throughout the spring and summer so that they would be open and available before cold weather 
hit. 
 This week, I contacted Laura Uhlman for an update on their progress. The unfortunate news is that both she and her 

husband have faced significant health challenges in the last year; the good news is that they are both in recovery and 

excited about their progress. 

 Both of the living spaces in their building are still under renovation, although an appreciable amount of work has been 

done. The attic space is close enough to completion that people can stay there as necessary—and they do. “People call and 

I just hate to turn them away,” Laura told me. “I say, ‘The third floor is unfinished but you’re welcome to see if you can live 

there.’” At the time of our conversation, there were five people living in the space. “They’re all people who were in shelters 

or out on the street. There’s a lot of need out there.” 

 Although all the materials are on-site, there’s plenty left to do. The Uhlmans’ new goal is to have everything complete 

before chilly weather hits again this fall. If anyone is interested in pitching in, there is plumbing and electrical work to be 

done as well as insulation and gyprock to install. Any interested helpers can contact the Uhlmans at 902-688-2286. 
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   Update on Hope River Community Outreach Housing Project  

 

 

 

Next meeting  

of the South Shore Housing Action Coalition 

at  

Bridgewater Fire Hall  

(81 Dominion Street  Bridgewater)   

 
June 10, 2015 

1:30—3:30 p.m. 

Two new toolkits aimed at supporting communities working with homeless and at-risk 

youth. Each toolkit includes both a PDF and online version and is supported by a num-

ber of short videos covering a wide variety of topics that present the information in an 

engaging format and expand on the written content.  (Source: The Homelessness Hub) 

New! Toolkits To Help End Youth Homelessness 

Revision Chester (cont’d from p.1) 

Among concerns related to the natural environment and the economy, issues related to housing options and affordability were 
raised in nearly every conversation.  The message was clear that the Chester of the future must encourage a wider range of hous-
ing options and affordability.  In the coming months MODC staff and the Citizen’s Planning Advisory Committee will be working to 
prepare a draft Municipal Planning Strategy and recommendations for MODC’s council in 2016.  To learn more about reVision, visit 
MODC’s website at www.chester.ca. 

By Elisabeth Bailey 

http://homelesshub.com/blog/toolkits-help-end-youth-homelessness 

http://www.chester.ca
http://homelesshub.com/blog/toolkits-help-end-youth-homelessness
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Types of     

Affordable 

Housing 

Source:  

Homelessness Hub 

http://homelesshub.co

m/blog/infographic-

types-affordable-

housing 


