
 

 Momentum Builds with Local Involvement 

Fall, 2013 

News from the  South Shore Housing Action Coalition 
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Participating Organizations 

• Aspotogan Heritage Trust 

• Bridgewater Family  Support 

Centre 

• Bridgewater Police Services 

• Community Links 

• Inn from the Cold  

• Mahone Bay Seniors  Project 

• Municipality of the  District  

of Chester 

• Municipality of the  District  

of Lunenburg 

• Queens Community Health 

Board 

• Region of Queens  

• Second Story Women’s 

Centre 

• South Shore Health  

• South Shore Transition House 

Association 

• Town of Bridgewater 

• Town of Mahone Bay 

• Western Regional Housing 

Authority 

 

 

 

Inside  

New Provincial Government 
Commitment to Housing p.2 
  
A report, a resolution, an 
election and a meeting p.3 
 
Housing and Homelessness 
Conference p .4 
 

 

posed explored the current pressing issues, 

opportunities, challenges. Opportunities 

highlighted included the new provincial 

strategy, potential of municipal bylaws, raising 

awareness about benefits to improving housing, 

representation of multiple voices on the 

housing issue, and the resolution being brought 

forth to this fall’s conference of the Union of 

Nova Scotia Municipalities. (See article elsewhere 

in this newsletter.)  

 

The session had hoped to include development 

of an action plan to address next steps. 

Unfortunately the lively discussion took longer 

than expected (what a surprise!) so that session 

will have to wait to the next SSHAC meeting 

on November 13. However one concrete 

action already to come out of the session was a 

commitment from Warden Allen Webber to 

invite representatives of other South Shore 

municipalities to a planned meeting with 

developers regarding possibilities for affordable 

housing. Stay tuned. 

AAAA sense of community momentum was 

very much in the air when members of 

South Shore Housing Action Coalition 

(SSHAC)  came together for an 

information and strategy session on 

October 6, 2013. Seventeen individuals 

from community groups, municipal 

councils (five of the six on the South 

Shore) and the general public met to 

build consensus on the need for 

collaborative action on affordable 

housing and SSHAC’s role in facilitating 

it. The session was also aimed at 

developing a common understanding of 

the opportunities available through “A 

Housing Strategy for Nova Scotia” as 

well as the roles of SSHAC’s member 

organizations and individuals. 

As is so often the case, the liveliest 

debate came during the small table 

discussions, where people were grouped 

largely according to sector. Questions 

Community member & Dayspring resident Peter    Simpson 

joins reps  from 5 municipal councils in a lively discussion. 

District of Lunenburg  Councilor Eric Hustvedt  and 

Public Health rep Nancy Green begin to collate responses 

from table discussions. 



 

 

1)  SSHAC: In your opinion, what are the housing needs of people living in your riding? What role do you think 

that an individual MLA can play in addressing those needs? If elected, what will be your party’s approach to 

addressing housing issues across the province? 

Liberty Party: The housing needs in South Shore ridings are diverse. While some communities are in need of housing 

stock, other Nova Scotians may need renovation subsidies, emergency rent subsidies or other levels of support. An MLA 

can act as an advocate for a community or an individual in working with the Nova Scotia Housing Development 

Corporation to help meet housing needs. This is why a Liberal government will appoint an accountable board of 

community and housing stakeholders to make decisions based on need, not politics. We will invest the $58 million of 

unspent federal housing dollars on initiatives to address the housing crisis. 

2) SSHAC:  We know that almost half of residents of the South Shore earn less than $25,000.00 per year. Can 

you comment on the major emphasis in the Housing Strategy on the ability of Nova Scotians to purchase their 

own homes, while the reality is that many will never be able to afford to do so, and will always be forced to 

rent. If elected, how will you work to support the development of affordable rental housing in the area? 

Liberty Party: Housing needs are diverse and so are housing supports. A Liberal government will look at various 

options to help families stay in their homes by considering rent geared to income housing, co-ops, subsidies, etc. An 

accountable housing body can make decisions based on housing needs across the province and a Liberal government will 

ensure that the board and government are meeting the needs of citizens. 

 

NOVA SCOTIA 

VOTES 2013 

The 2013 election has come and gone.  This means that SSHAC will enter into a 

new phase of working with and communicating to different government politicians. 

In the meantime, listed below is how local Liberal candidates responded to questions 

SSHAC sent them about affordable housing during the election. The responses 

closely mirror the party’s platform on Community Services which can be found at  

http://www.liberal.ns.ca/platform/community-services/     

It will be up to housing advocates in the province to ensure that the issue remains a 

priority for government. 

New Provincial Government’s Commitment to Housing 

 

 

 http://www.facebook.com/SouthShoreHousingActionCoalition 

http://south-shore-housing-action-group.wikispaces.com/ 

sshousingaction@gmail.com 

Stay connected with SSHAC … 3 different ways 
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Next meeting of  the South Shore Housing Action Coalition 

at Bridgewater Fire Hall,   

81 Dominion Street  Bridgewater   

Special Guest Claudia Jahn, Affordable Housing Association of Nova Scotia 
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 As a result of conversations during the June SSHAC meeting,  Councilor 
Eric Hustvedt and MODL planner Doug Reid both participated in the 
development of a resolution around minimal housing standards to be sent by the 
Municipality of the District of Lunenburg to the annual conference of the Union 

of Nova Scotia Municipalities. In a nutshell, that resolution encourages UNSM to “work with Housing Nova 
Scotia to establish minimum provincial standards for all rental housing stock, and to expand the role and resources of 
those agencies enforcing the Residential Tenancies Act, so as to effectively maintain standards in all communities, for all 
residents, across the Province.” 

To see the whole resolution (complete with all the whereases!) go to Resolution 6A of the conference 
resolutions document at  http://unsm.ca/resolutions.html 

 Local Housing Numbers Report Released 
  

 

 

 A new report, Housing in our Communities: The Numbers collects the statistics we 
have  available from Statistics Canada to provide a housing profile for communities on the 
South Shore. The report was prepared for SSHAC by committee member and Public Health 
staff person Nancy Green. If you would like a copy, please email sshousingaction@gmail.com  

 

November 13, 
2013 

1:30 p.m. 

 MODL Sends Affordable Housing Resolution to Annual Municipal Conference 

Local Woman Elected to Provincial Housing Association 

 

 
 Garden Lots resident Helen Lanthier was recently elected 

to the board of the Affordable Housing Association of Nova Sco-

tia (AHANS) at their Annual General Meeting in September. The 

goal of AHANS is to promote and support access to decent and 

affordable housing throughout Nova Scotia. As a long-serving 

(actually a founding!) member of SSHAC, a former staff person 

with Second Story Women’s Centre, and a retired elementary 

school principle, Helen will draw on her many experiences to help 

connect the work of the two housing organizations. “I think there 

is a lot of momentum in Nova Scotia currently and I’m excited to 

be in a position help move it forward,” says the active community 

volunteer.  Congratulations Helen!  Helen Lanthier talks to  Councilor Penny Carver and Barbara Carthew at 

recent SSHAC meeting. In the background are Doug Adams, Jamie 

Vigliarolo, and Sadie Watson. 



3rd Annual Provincial Housing & Homelessness Conference 

November 21st and 22nd, 2013  

Four Points by Sheraton, 

 Halifax. 

  

Convened by the Nova Scotia 

Housing and Homelessness Network, 

the Provincial Housing Conference 

2013 will provide a platform for 

sharing, debating, celebrating and 

promoting ideas in affordable 

housing research, policy and practice.  

 

Guest Speakers: 

 

Dr. Tsemberis, PhD serves as the CEO of  Pathways to Housing and created and 
piloted the Housing First approach. He currently works with the Mental Health 
Commission of  Canada to provide training and technical support in a national five 
city implementation of  Housing First for the At Home/Chez Soi project. 

 

Michael Shapcott is Director, Affordable Housing and Social Innovation at the 
Wellesley Institute, an independent, non-profit research and policy dedicated to 
advancing urban health. Michael has worked extensively in Toronto, in many parts 
of  Canada, nationally and internationally on social innovation, the non-profit sector, 
civic engagement, housing and housing rights, poverty, social exclusion, urban 
health and health equity. He is recognized as one of  Canada’s leading community-
based housing and homelessness experts. 
 
Mike Savage is a skilled team builder, experienced business person and public 
servant, community volunteer and strong advocate for Halifax Regional 
Municipality. He was elected Mayor of  HRM on October 20, 2012. 

 
A limited number of  bursaries are available. 

 

Find out more at www.nshhconference.org 
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